- PZ20RT ON NATTONAL CONVENTION OF WAF, HELD AT ISLAMABAD ON 21 AND 22 NOVEMBER

The following members from WAF, Lahore, attended this oonvention:

1. Bushra Aitezaz
2. Saleha Manto

3. Mrs. Taseer

4. Asma Jehangir

5. Shanaz Wazir Ali
6. Shahtaj Qizilbash

Karachi WAF Chapters were represented by 6 deiegates.

The format »f the convention was acorrding to the agenda, which had been
formulated by YAF Islamabad, after receiving input from WAF Lahore and Karachi.

The sessicns were choired by the chapter reps. by rotation.

Session I Chair Isiamabad
Session IT Chair Karachi
Session ITI Chair Lahore

Sessions were closed untill the end of the third session, where cbservers ;
could come and listen to the funal resclutions and decisions of the conventici.
Each agenda item was discussed and final vote was taken before making decisions
on the issue.

I. Charter: Each chapter presented its wording -n the charter in »rder to

Incorporate it and fimally come up with a uniforn charter. The following
changes were wnanimously approved and the final 9 point charter is attachel.

A. 1Instead of "non-political", the charter would read "not affiliated to any
pelitical party".

B. Clause no. 6 the £ollowing addition was made: :
"and matters pertaining to their person, social and economic well-betng".

C. Clause no, 7 {5 read as follows:
WAF does not believe in enforoad segregation and recognizes the need to
protect and promote the rights f women by countering all forms of oppressin.

D. Clause no. 8 was added:
WAF oondenns sexual abuse and exploitation of women and believes in promoting
a positive image of women.

B. Clause no. 9 was added:
Wemen have the right to participate in recreational activities, such as
sports and all aspects of cultural life.

g was furthermore unanimously agreed that every chapter would have its separate
~laws.

II. All chapters agreed that WAF would not accept funds from any government, or
any government funded agencies. (government funded agencies being defined as
those agencies that are set-up by governments and/or whose major source of
funds is from a government/s. It was further unanimiusly agreed that each
chapter would decide independantly as o fund-raising activities in their arcas.



Rz crding invitationcel trevel/conferences; it wes cgreed that upon receijpt

of such &n invitetion the matter would be put to the respective gensrel bo-
dies ond decision be made on ¢ cese-by-case besis by eschk Ohapter. Genercl
Body will choose the WAF member to go &s its representative.

Interncstional Funding: It wes unenimously decided that for 2 period of
1 yeer no waF Chepter would cccept funds frowm eény internstional cgencies/
.ssceclations.

1V. Coummunication/Coordinition: A netionel coordinction committse te Le
set up with 2 reps from each Chepters line Jileni e¢nd Shehtej wizilbosh
were nomineéted es WAF Lchore reps end Mehr Murksr as Kerachi coordinctor.
This comiittee would meke zvery effort to cnsure thet informestion ¢nd
coordinction of WAF cctivities, so thetw.F cen tike ¢ concerted or
nationel combined cctiocn on icsues,

~AF would bring out en annual publicction, in tlhe form of @ booklet
containing & report on waF's ectivities for the yesr. It would elso
include the wuF Clertsr end crticles relited to women's issues &s
well &s &ny issue tlet his e¢n impect on fundemental humen ri_hts.

- An Bcitorel DBoerd was nominst:d by the 3 Chepters. Lelore reps cre
Saleha Manto e¢nd Asme Jshangir. Fir.t publicetion to be undertaken
by Islem.bed <nd put out by oSzptember 1687.

V.,  Future Di tic Folicigs ciid Strateriest Islamebed's prcposel

for future strotegies wes unanimously accepted. It is etteched
Herewith. The unanimously ¢ _resd upon Stete.ent of Demends is &lso
¢ttached. ' ]

VIi. Cpepningr of New Cliopters: Nsw Chapters may be opened in ¢ny city/tcwn
with @ baginnin; membership of 15 women who subscribe to tﬂe WAF
Charter c¢nd its eims c¢nd objectives. Such new Chapters in Funjab
end Sind to seek informeticn ¢nd cssistince from c.y of tlhe present
Chepters @lrecdy working in the province. =Ecch Cheapter should cctively
undertake progrems to incrzise membzrskhip. i

VII. WAF will continue to op, K ose the ¢tl. Amendiwent ¢nd ths Sheriet Bill,
¢S these sre highly injurious <nd dentrimentel to the stctus end
rights of women inparticul:r Fshkistone. It wis decided thet protast
mestings/deionstrotions e cinst the Ctl Amenduént shoulc be coordinated

e betwezn the 3 Chaptzrs to teke plecce st approximetsly the sene ti.ee

This would hove ¢ grector impect on the public mind., The Netionel

Ccuvention wes ccnducted in & spirit of zoodwill i¢nd cooperction <nd

£ll delepetes felt thet the sessions hed been very truthful and

succ »ssful. The next lctioncl Convention woculd be hosted by Lahore

WAF, in November 1967. 1t wes Gecidza thit the opening session of

the 87 Convention would be open to ¢11 WAF members, press o«nd specicl

invitees.,




