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| WAF CONVENTION 1993 JANUARY 27-2% 1994 ISLAMARAD

1 H = =Tt -
The convention opened with Islamabad chairing the fiest session, A list of delegates is appenc'ed (GR
menthers present who had served on previous WC 's were allowed (o prarticipute. ns delegates and no
chsorvers as decided in the 1090 cofvention, )

Aot agends wis apreed an by representatives of each chapter
The minuies of the previous convention of 1992 were read out ane g

|'1“H|E|lg IS5UEeS:

i Islamabad reported that s GB has finally agreed. to the ine usiea of the word “seculin™ m the
preamble to the WAF charter. Preamble to be re-worded

i Estamabad has not changed its rules about the whole WO B Mevery Lwo years bl s
decided that paliticsl alfice bearers are inchigible for WAL W alroet pain asked 1o fe-

thimbk the first issue.
i chromic issuss that were to have beeq worked on in 1993

women's reserved seats -- 5 % quota for women in govt. -- violence women - ncreasel
thalogue with Urdu press -- increasing membership — Family La 'AF matipnal co-
ordination -- GB minimal responsibility - women's rights as human rigi 5 BLLAISE WO
= WAF paolitics and ee-statement of position -- dialoguing with politica — re-afMresalion
af principle of naot digloguing with relipious parties (Chaprer renorts de follow wmn was

done on these'issues 1 1903y
WAF's History:

leizhal Saced (Karachi) will docement WAT's history; and will need papers, pholagrap gl el
All chapters 1o appoint likison persons for (his.

Clapier reports were presented and are appended 10 this documen

resenting WAFL:
|

The issue of individuals PUrRAITIng to represent WAF at national or international lavel with: R
teen authorised 1o do s by ther Woarking Committees was wviewed witli concern Acooping /
hurcss for foreiyn travel was discussed and the chapters announced their decision:

Lahore: no hickess

Karachi working committee to decide on case wise basis

Islamalyad: accepl tickets from individual doners case wise = no poli ul organizations si.
USAID:

WALF's position on various issues:

It wis decided to formulate a warkable definition of affinmative action i flight of the current trend fo
WOMIENS SOurTS, universilics ste

wny action wlich prrEamaotes the mainslrrrnuruug of wamen can be constrmed ns Al aolin
while segregation leads to the isalation. of o
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Women's Police Stations: | . D “‘1
All chapters agreed that the getting up of women's police stations. was 2 posiive step but equally
cxpressed their geservations aEnut the police_using these’ to. deny womenaaccess. to normial police
stations. It was deemed a temporary measure, not 3 solution to the growing wend of violence asains
VWONBEn,

Concerns voiced: : :

* women's police station should be considered an option not the sole resor,
* induct more women in higher echelons of police
-* women police officerk be given the réquisite powers

the police service be ppened for women civil servants _
poliee surpeons should be available at the time of lodping FIR's
manitaring celis also be set up '

counseling services, thedical and legal help should be available at the stations

at the opening of the first womgn's police station, the PM did not highlight the issuc of
viglence against women {
* maximise efforts to sensitise existing male and femnale police officers ta the gender issue

® corrupt police struciure should be discussed

* WAF should continue te manitor, and help handle madalities of setting up such stations

* 30 long as the regressive laws remain, these actions are anly SLOP-EAp Mmeasures

WALF NATIONAL POSITION: Samina Rehman, Hilda Saced and Rabia Khan to prepice i
joint WAF position paper on this issue.

# ® =

Special Courts:

WAF unanimously decided to oppose gl special courts for woman or otherwise, [t wes agroed that
female judges are a positive step burt they must not be restricted to the trying of wamen's cases only. All
judges should be sensitised to women's issues.  Waiting rooms for women in all courts are a must,
WAF should press for the separation of the judisiary from the execulive.

Separate universities for women:

A heated discussion on this issue terminated in Tslamabad chapter being asked to get back 1o their G {
pending which the original WAF position of being opposed to such segregation promoling actipn he
adhered to. [t was also emphasised that the proppsed university in Lahore must be opposed vigorously,

l.ahore chaired the post-lunch session
Reserved Seats:

All chapters agreed on the urgent need to restore the seats reserved for women in the lepistatures on 7in
immediate basis. All chapters have dropped the demand for a double vole. o
Possible solutions included: Bt 4

* increase seats to 20% - . i
* seats be given to women representing all walks of life

* the political Partics Act be amended so that no party be allowed 1o contest the clections il
they do not field 2 minimum of 33 % women candidates !

* The above condition to stay in foree until 33 % women enter the Assemblies 15 members ]
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for the next two elections at least, reserved seats be filled by women candicates who hive ot
won the elections but have polled the highest number of voles amongst pll waomen candhidites,
LDecision: Istamabiad to discuss the last mentioned possibility with its GB and the other chapters 1o
discusy the issue of raising the percentage of seats from |0 % to 20 % with thelr Gli's
Laztly, the ebapters to formulate ajoint position is soon as sossible

Mode of elections:

lskamabad raised the issues of
" the prohibitive cost of contesting elections deterring oo Yutes especially wonnen,
the trend towards personality based v, issue based GHTTES
the question of praportional representation
Chapters were asked 1o discuss these issues with their respective | ',

Persecution of minavitices:

*F is lotally opposed to any discrimination agxinst any group on the T rehgon,  Islimabad
Susaesiod that WAF take up this tesue on a nptional basis

Fallow-up on previous issues:
Mersonal law and civil courts:

Lahere distributed v;n_pics of the Chaner of Demands regarding the Fam,'y Cade JHS sponsurcd

sitforin Civil Codc has been endorsed by Lahore with some reservations.  Otlidr ¢ o e iiakoil
o Millow up on this.

Lahore's eritique: definition of ™faoily®

* WAFs posttion on the notion of the family is far wider (ref women's rithi aman nehis

WAF's pasition Tor Vienna 1993)

*OAGHS looking at Mustim Family Law only
the December meeting (attended by Lahore) with all minorities represes!alives wioen's
organizations reps, has agreed 1o a prelimirary minimal cods,

*

F's position on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights:

WAF worked on 1his issue pre-Vieana 1992 but singe then has seemingly shelved the is. is
ponant o continue to pressurise the Government and mohilise other NGO's to help loblby. I il
reported having sent the published WAF position to the povernment but received no reply

The Vienna conference was discussed by those who had attended |
" It was noted Ut the Pakistani official delegation made po eTort 16 rise wontsn's ksues
no human rights activists were included in the official delegation
WAF propagates universal human rghts but the Government spoke of Istamic tuman rights

It was decided that the concept of “Islamic” human figlits be apposed and the stratepy be 1o ansis on
vieversnl luman riochey

-

€ EDANY:

"-Mieana, several Muslim countries including Bapgladesh and Moroeco have ralificd CEDAW
" should establish contact with women's groups in these countries in order 1o determine winn



siratemies they used to mmbait governmental reservations. Islamebad will obtain a copy of thesc
rovernmental reservations.

Mow [ssues sinee 1992 Cumicnﬁun:

Frocess towards Beijing 1993;

Lahore provided the background to this:

Proparatory comemittee meetings were held in different countries. The Manila moot was attencded lyy
many NGO's including Pakistary MGO's. The fonim st Manila incorparated ali the reconunendations by
WAF, (copy with Lahore - to e given to other chapters as soon as possible.)

Chut of this the following broad lg'.ﬂ:l-ups were identified as targets for preparation for Beijing,

Health, -- Labour, -- Agriculture, -~ Education & Culture, -= Economic Empowerment, --
Political Empowerment, -- Enyironinent, - Violence against Women, Indigenous women, —~ Human
Righus, -- Family, - Science an..;i Technolopy.

These wers later divided by each chapter into groups they chose to work on:

Farachi: Health -- Violence Against Women — Science & Techrology
Lahere: Culture 4 Education -- Political Empowennent — Economic Empowerment TFamily
L..aour

Islamabad:  Human R hts - Violence Against Women - Environment

Positions and recomneadations on all these were worked out at Manila, aveilable ones will be
forwarded to othér cha ity s by "WAF Lahore in & couple of weeks.

Actiandiscuss, f change f rz ./ endorse f come up with pasition papers to help reflect the true realiy
of Pakistani-women, WAF must also lobby with the Government and other NGO's (o mobilise suppon
for this reality. Lalers also voiced its concern that there hes been no dialogue betveen the govesnment
and MGO's in preparation for the 1t Djakarta and 1995 Beijing meetings,

The whale country = academ lans, sari..nentarians, doctors cte. should be involved in the finalising of

a joint MNational Report the doadline "or which is Marel 19041 And WAF should act as a platfonm for
co-ordinating all NGO efforts. '

WAF should also take up the issue of naking Beijing accessible for all interested groups, both in terms
of permission from their home countrie : and sasily available visas on the.part of China,

Next GD's should be on feedback from Manila and those WAFfers who attended in their personal or

oifer capacities be invited to give each chapter a detailed report to belp formulatle strateny for the nes
few months.

International Conference of Popuiation & Development:
Cairo September 1994 ¢

WAF needs to prepare a position on this — main issues are: b
* right of choiee (contraception, spacing of children, abortion eic.)
control over bodies & sexuality

reproductive technology -- contraceptives only for women

.
o
* 3rd world countries increasingly used as guinea pigs

L
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* pressure Lo reproduce on woinen

® pressure to reproduce as a form of old age security 7 workers

- I1_'.ll"_'l"'lf":l.'ﬂl- |'-'|II_'=,1II1H:I'I-[ if'l rAl.-'llllll' Ilr pt||1|||."|I:inn li."l'_'\lﬂ[j"_'l-l i_". f"_“;['-li_.||:.r |_':|f :'||'|:| w-;"p|||’| A% nlpl;nq-;_'\-[l [ leway
urowth rate of 1st world - yet they ave the ones to eonsurie the Fur greater propotion al the
wiorld's resources

* governments negd o be reminded not 10 abdicate resp onsibilily Tor wamen's well-being aml
this should be made & part of peneral women's health care,

Istamabid reporied the Fact that the government had already p its own report Tor the moot
Henvever, other NGO's are prepating their own recanunendutinns fay Mool sclicelulesd oe Mow
vork, having disassociated themselves from the Governmeni

WAL should continue i3 platform of consciousness rnising and prel  bly jprepare s oo positian
paprer bised on a thorough seruting of the Government repoit,

4 the UN Year of the Family:
This concept is disturbing to WAF inasmuch as the UN concept of Tam crigrehal based andd
WA 15 & lar more hroad based appraach,

WAFE will bave 1o 1ake a position on this -- we certainly eannat condon

SAP (Structural Adjustment Policy} New Economic Policies:

The structural adjustment policy as envisaged by the new woarld order lias been ac. ' by Pakisian
totn.  This has grave smplications for Pakistan given that privatisation of & wast sor of seclors
presiously taken for granied as governmental sectors 15 a foregane conclusion. This aul 1o nuliae

Agansl women in particular; g health; edueation: fenle literacy ele. |

All chapters should discuss these issues locally with reference to Pakistani women, WA heeds 10
furmutate a policy / position on this. At the el of the day , WAF needs 1o apin gl IR 7 3
anbicipate new situations and formulate adequate responses

[}

| day ane
281,94 Karachi ehairing

Reflections on WAF and the women's movement:
WAF as a forum/organisation, - relationship to other orpanisations, - conllict ol rest
e representing WAFE &/for other arganisations, commitiment

(inn the cowrse of the morning discussion, W \F P hawar amived and was welcomed wann|
Lahare rised the issue — common ta all chap 2rs at one time or another — of WATF activisis ARSI

sinifar wet fundzmentally different NGO's and then using / sbusing the WAF name to suek recoeilion
and funding

il

A discussion was held on WAF's uniqueness - 5 a women's movenent g sissting

-

.L_,,_l.-*""’L

WAF nan-funded, non-kierarchical, demoe:; M-FERIStey L wrganisation i =
WAL politically active byt non-partisan e
members meer weekly on purely valunt- - has..

Ll



* part of a people's avement N
* has consistently raised itz voice against all forms of oppression

* wa haven't created oo many activists - but sur converts are: committed|
CQuiestions raised:

* s WAF as politica ly active-as befora iz it a5 radical?

* is WAF successfis)lat ConSciousness raising emymoge?

* is WAF in a time Lrp? -

* will funded NGO's] often run by senjor WAFTers-- and fundin
political thought Even sireet activism -- usurp WAF'S role?

* will WAF bas able 1o continue creating

by other NGO's? | i

* could WAF ﬁ.lnct:icin mare efficiently if finded?
* can organised mea 3 not achieve our ends?

g i& now available for all hues of

L% own activism with 5 0wn members being co-opied

Comments:
~ ; funded activism i_sincrt tuly apolitical -- it creates jts own im
. unds rather than active belief its mom
) donors; mereover, not indefinite! i
* funding often deliberately ereatin E myths 1o suil its cwn ends (i.e. Ist warld ends)
* funding ultimately destroys Movement -- activists slowly becoine part
their drive is diffjsed
" feminism js essentially confrontationalist

* a movement iz a Conscious people TAISING its voice from belaw
" WAF has mobilised successfully even with s own'limited funds

peratives and being based an
entum is both short Iive:liund ultimately sibsimerd by s

ol the establishment ang
W.. e nle cannot be futally usurped by ather 1

indin, - he oroblem 15 how members should
adrivism, :

-acceplance of
-A=vis paid vs, volumary

WAF she:l ¢_otinue 1 we should continue 1o pe 5 platlorm for oers -
we shoul  onting. 15 play & pioneering i

g role in the women's movement. While we do not claing ig e
A COpYrigl  wn iSsues, WAF should on)

¥ endorse those positions which in ng way conflict with our stang
and where ¢ have beeq involved in desisian making,

WAF will ror aceept funding fram Ay govemiiental foreign or multi-national donar Indliviclual
danors of larp “mounts will have (o acknowledge in wei

ting that there no strings aitached ta he il
Insofar as ind funding is Concerned, WAF can dcCept it iFthere is no clash yigh our stated positian
and i WAF's image is not Compromised.

WAF members responsibility:

It was felt that the Javal of commitment of & W
serics of incidents whinra 'AF ‘s position Wag
recognition for its effons

AF member nepded to be redefined

in the light of (e
being misused or where WAF wa
L

3 nol geling due

Lahore wished (he fellowing facts in thig regard to be mir 4.

¥AF's pasition on women's rights as hy

Man rights was pres ted ar Bangkok as WLUML / Shirkargaly
osition by "WAFfare When informed of this, the GB La..» assed & resolution stating (hat sugl
: p £

”
!
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members were Hable to expulsion. A letter was faxed to WI.,UH[_, Fmpcr,',SFLlr'.r: t{:f.ltralc'-'.':rlalu::ﬂimllr::ll
ﬁnnl_.:knk claifying WAF's stance. A sub r.:.ummf_tlln;ra luﬂ:hllg::l];cd'lﬁu:u;#ilri; -we:;l _I.-:]L.L-”I”rm“mlmm[
arilicd that the resenling of WAF's pasition withoy nck uing i : .

EI:;‘,:;I;FQ|1_[';';||¢$ wnpnld howeyver, uln.ril":,-' the situntion 1o the LN Whan mj'r_.‘“||e:;:|dI;||.|!q::::llz:lillu:l;:;ﬁll?I:r::‘I
dene sa already, 5G 100k exceplion to this a5 well as E.” l:h.!: m:{lmg aof the G | :._[ Sl l;
expulsion. 5G singled out a member of the W as having lnst:,l,'murf [T ﬂll’ﬂ?fl-lr.lﬁ'. et sl
e Lahore GR stating its case. WAF Lahore tnkrfs SIrONG excepion (o {.n-} thas hepack e

pasttion {Ib} personalisation of the issue (¢) all WAF i« lirt by such controversy

3 afis TS |J!
Al this point Hildg Sneed wished it 1o be vecorded that as 7 mengbe of 5|'I+:_|-4lt.-_-.r'l|‘-uifr'i'~ Iﬁ':::t'; 4
i o h ' L ey,
Irotested ar thar Organisaiion's misrepresentation of WAFY [FEEIEGn o women's ||!,I|I::-:.; il c;.:: o ﬂ?:_-
this has now been accepted as a WLUML / Shirkatgah position rather than as a Wal position [y
LIM

Anather case in point i3 the Consortium orgamsed by Shirkatgah and AGHS whare a JM,';:'_: 111"_"1'!-‘*'::?”
MNGD's was invited g discuss a joint action plan o repeal the disa.:rimur:amry laws and WAL whicl L
SELUD o fight this legisiation wes oL even invited. Later, WAF wasx tontacted wnd asked 1o endlarse
the SGIAGHS stand WAF Lahore Put forward iy objections 1o the -:r:c!::nrsnm:e_ﬂ. these heing 1he
inclusion of 5 foreign donor an the lisy of endorsees angd the aim of (ke resolietion being the armendnicn
af the Law Qfl_{vid::'nl‘.e. Alter much discussion it was decided that WAFR would be prepared 1o endurse
the stance i (a).the donor ehndorses s name 5 rémoved & thy i the warg ".-1111r:|1rr_" 15 L“hnll_'-_:_i.*d' 1%
“répeal” islamabag reparted that ALIRAT had myited the W 1a 5 Juint NGO discussion Gl thig jss .
WAF Mational decided g ask Islimabad o clanly the ahove Lwar points with AURAT before W 4]
would be prepared g endorse the stand

Shahnaz Rashid wished to document that ber strupple fir women's nghts was 10| Begain witl WA
Alone and she resengeq the proposition that she hind been using WAL 1o Turther hey own ey

there must be SO 5es1sﬂ'ufr95p::;rmblri[y to WaAR
mmbers thould he regular and commiag

oMMt ment of nyeml Cis should be challengeahle -. Personal is political

responsiility of ghe members of the General Body, and the oht Gf 1he
should the i merely wait 1o he invited ¢p meetings?
they tao shoulq shoulder some respansibiliyy

individuad ¢o represent WAF:

anil develap commonalty u:-i-'un:lm'sliuu.rung and 3

the m weiment, a WAFFfer should infarm the O3 ar
the resulys of this

It was Faly that efforty 1o resolve this sy MY 1550 be e chapter wisa, Lo Prepararary ny s, and
imally hald a mini-convention in Lahore, March 26, when menhers of WAF wiin FEpresen  orhes
orsanisations alo woylg be invited to stare their ciuse jng madafities be workéd our Fordeal with sich
iRsLies Tlm lapic ""-"u"rlr]-:il'lg ﬂ-l:fnlil:lﬂship of WAF Membepg The Mationg] co-ordinalars Were wsked
r.n L'El:ﬂ In jouch N':tg::cn & Masreen fram Is bl Muzhpp & Anees from I3 aelu; Alig & Kinlsires
from Lahare Also, Muzhar aid Masresy would deafi the letor the NGOY's. WS vy tsked 1o

thse sy the jgsupe -r:-rj-:p.-lh_ tniciru__: il It cenfidenee S0 unpleasing ehocounlers capn by aviaiderd itk Ty
futupe

Stratepips




As time was running shorn only a few issues could be discussed and it was decided 0 rosolve ofher

issues al the mini-eanvention.

Peview of statement of demands:

CEDAW
PPP/PML-M Manifesioes

Vielence against women

WAF procedures

Women's Rights

Objectionable pamphlets

Islamabad has amended the intraductony paragraph in e ligie of
WAF's revised position on the Universal Declsration ol Fluman
Rights. WAPFs revised position on reserved  seats ¢ he
incorporated  once  all  chapters  have  finalfised  (heis
recommendations.

Establish contact with other Mutlim countries as
sugpested carlier,

Continue lobbying against revisionism of periies
earlier stands on women's rights

implement last yesr's strategics comprehensively

suggast all WC membaers acquain! themselves witl
established positions / procedures / methodolomy

Follow up on women's rights as human rights docunies.

GB members brought up the ssee of an opjectionadle paiphie

heing distributed 2t 8 jzist Women's Division and A& B & P Women's Association meeling. 1t wag
decided o write loteers of protest to the co-hosts of (he function. Flowever, members were remindod
that they could have taken up the issue with their WC and even drafted the leticr.

A brief summing up of the issues discussed at the convention was given for the benefit of arriving
members gnd the Press by Pixie Zafar. Tahira Abdullah recited & poem by Fabil Jalib which he

specially written for WAF. Anees Haroon tabled a resolution mourning the poet's death,

OPEN SESSION:

This was an interesting discussion on feminist thought initiated by Lalore. As decided in the 1992
canvention, all Chapters should initiate discussions on this tapic.




