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AGENDA FOR HIRI-CONVERTION (FEBRUARY
DATE: 11T uary 1983
TIME: 11 a.m. - P.m.
VEHUE: SAHE

HMODERATOR: RUBIRA SAIGOL

BAPPORTEURS: FAREEHA ZAFAR
HIGHAT S KHAH
AFIYA S ZIA
HASREEN AZHAR

1. Introducing ourselves.
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2. Introduction to the issue = (Farida Shaheed):

i.Background to the World Conferen
,Bights in Vienna (June 1893).

R meatings -where and why,

ce on  Human
Frap. Comm.
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ii. Information on the background material circulated.

3. 'Beport on Lahore’'s two mestings

4. Discussion on changez proposed by
onn The United Hations Declaration
kights presented by Heslam H.

Discussion on key issues - (Highat
i. Human Rights defined as Male Rig
ii. Changing the language
i1i1i. WAF's presmble should be worked
light of CEDAW recommendations.
iv. Beproductive rights
v. Public vs Private dichotomy
vi. Hation Btate -
Sovereignty vs Universaliswm
Crogs-bordar challenging

o

on  Women“a
Eights as Human Rightz. (Meslam Hussein).
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sn  Human
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Individual vs State (What is treason?)
vii. Culture - Plurality and Diversity
{is used against minorities)

viii. Democratic rights and "good gove
ix., MHew World Order, Economic
Etructural Ldiustmnents.
%, Working out s preamble to our

1 the light of this discussion.
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6, Two positions of support:
i. "Human Rights in Asia’ endorsement
ii.-Aslan NGO meeting in Bangkok - women's
*  anslavery.

7. Follow up by each chapter:
1. WAF position formal write-up for Bangkok
Prep. Comm. meeting - March 1993,
ii. Pamphlet to be released by 8th March.

3. Plan of Action for the next twe WAF minl-
conventions an
. 2 HWAF's politics/positions on global and
national issues.

ii. Family Laws and working towards a uniform
civil code.




WAF MINI-CONVENTION ON WOMEN'S RIGHTS AS HUMAN RIGHTS -
LAHORE 11-2-33

CONCERNS :

WAF Lahore started discussions around the attached document
FEUGGESTIONS FOR Matters etc” which was put together in
JANUARY 1992 (Vienna!) by¥ severaml int'l lawvers with inputs
from otherz. WAF Hipnl-¢onventlion an wWwoméen's rldhte as Haman
I"lﬂhLE {Lahore 11thl} attendad by peaple o cuiii Earachi '
Islamabad and Lahore were in agreement with document
{attached)l, particularly pages 2 = 3 on concerns and also
the priorities listed.

Other readings included Charlotte’s paper and other items on
the issue of women's rights ac human rights. While we felt
we would need more time to di=scuzs matters and somes lssies
in depth; we felt that some of these should bhe forwarded to
groiips working on this issue as & preliminary feed in.

The minl-convention also looked at specifle recommendatlions
that other Aslan gEroups/NGOs are forwarding and endorsed two
in principle though we have further comments on those. Also
attached. "

Shaheen will be going to the PREPCOM in Bangkok 25-27 March,
1993 and we will brief her on WAF's position before she

Roes ., Aema and Hina are to g0 to Vienna. Farida Shaheed
hag #cceprted belng on NOVIR's Relerenoe Group whilch fncludes
Goergina)

', Ewepy.Please note that all of this is preliminary and will

be finalized by each chapter's general body and fine-tuned.

i G- All of these documents define rights with the male
being accepted as the norm and therefoare sxelude much
of women's experiences and the vielartions af women's
human rights.

l:il: There is an unacceptable dichotomy betwesn Lhe private
and public domain where anly the publle |Is accepted as
an arena where 'legitimate' wviclation of human rights
DCCUrs . Secondly there is the wmrtificlial dichotomy
bat. state acters wvs individuals, in which the only
violations ackmowledged are those perpertrated by the
state. We feal it hat Lhe state must ASSUme
responsibility for individual acts that violate human
rights. Thus, human rights standards etc must include
vialations of - women's humar rights i1 Lhe private
spheare and also of acts perpetuated by individuals.
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In the preamble to our reformulation/statement, we
shall clearly state the above as well as formulate the
following ideas:

While evervyome has the right to their culture (we do
nat want indigenous peoples or minorities te have their
cultures wiped out) culture, religion or other ethnic
identity cannot bhe used to denv/necate Individual

rights. Where there is 8 conflict, diversity would
have to be gacrificed for the sake of the universality
of human rights.

Nation-States

Posgible conflict bet demanding the state to intervens
in the field of domestic wviolence but not wanting it
interfering in, ek, Hudoed Ordinances and other such
laws. General consensus was to state that the right to
life safety and health is a prior right to that of
privacy.

While evervone has the right to their cultuyre, culture,
religion etc cannot be used as an excuse far depriviag
poeople of thelr individual human rights.

Complaints mechanisms/institutions:

Question was raised az to who we could go to in the
event of Fi violation of vwomen's human rights,
especially if our own state connives or i reposnsible

for this. The Int'l Court of Justice only allowing
States to tmke other states Lo vl gl Y Thoueh sveryvons
wios agreed that we would 10l Lo ses & Forum wherse
Rrievances and complaints could be taken up, the form

of such a forum was not decided, particularly in Light
of the fact that

{a) the UN system was criticized as ineffective and
therefore the Asian NGOs statement endorsed.

{b) while it was agreed that the right to safety and
life etc precedes the right of states to monopolize
what is deemed to be lecitimante violence, the prables
remaine of whether and wunder what eircumstances we
accept the authorlty of & supra-state entity =
additionally raising the quesilon of state soverelgnity
in this regard. Agresing that we should not glorify
the state, it was decided that these issues would need
further discussions and we should work with other Aslan
NGOg in the field.

But 1t was & L [iVe jve




3.3. This leads to the question of what does ‘'mood
governance' imply feor women, what do we mean by this

etc. this 18 =2till being worked on. However some
ideas:

Does the majfority rule of systems e US and Britain
with regular elections 2tc in fact provide for all
pepople wexpressing their oplnlons, The essential
question is one of how much decision-making powers
people have and not one of simple ‘decentrallzation’
[ B =1 It is wital for women to have decision-making
powers at the basic social unit levels - ESSENTIALLY IT
IS5 A BASIC HUMAN RIGHT OF PEPOLE TO GOVERN THEMSELVES,
must explore possibilities and alternatives NOT JUST A
QUESTION OF EXERCISING VOTING RIGHTS.

There was also the lssue of guestions arisinge From

A The c¢onfTlicts that mey exist withln one state
batween tribal customary, religiocusz and state laws.

B) laws often do not incorporate justice and how and
where do we address this,

RECOMMENDATIONS @

All Buman rights documents, particularly the Declareation af
Human Rightas and the ICCPR neesd to he interpretad in
the I1ight of: CERAW, ALL lansuare must be changed to

reflect the realitles of women and the vioelations of
their human rights.

Reformulation with attention to lansuage has been taken on
by Lahore, only God knows when we shall have the time to do
this before the PREPCOM.

PREAMBLE to the WAF statement is still being worked an.

WITH RESPECT TO SPECIFIC ARTICLES OF THE DECLARATION:
[apart from language everywherel

Art 3: to add: "and protection by society and the State"
= this was brought up by a woman who is & 2ingle person
entity and felt there was not adeguate coverage since
the only protection is provided to the "family' and she
144 & unit.,

Art 4: to insert after "slavery": patriarchy and the
#lave trade"

add clause 1i:




2 "Mo one shall be subjected to trafikking or to
exploitation through prostitution.

Art 6: to read:

"No one shall be subjected to auy furm of torture,

L1 1 iral Eai
to add:

ii): No one shall be subjected to any form of violence
either in the private or public sphere by the state,
Eroups or individuals,

1i4: No one shall be subjected ta any form of sexual

violence, especially rape, 16 the prlivates or public
gphere.
APE B o 'bhe understood in the 1lelht of CEDAW artlele 16,

Art 12: delete; "no one shall be subjected to arbitrary
interference with his Privacy , family home or
corresepondenca, nor to attacks upon his honor and
reputation™ .

This because honor and privacy are two conepts that are
regronsible for more violations of women's human rcights
than anything else. And bec. thils clauwse cluashes with
Aarticle 3 of the UD of HR;

Znd sentence to read: "Everyone has the right to the
protection of the law against_arbitrary interference of

attacks_against their ipdividual privacw,”
ATt 14: add to clause 1: "and gepder viplence™

Art.15: to be understood apd interpreted in the light of
CEDAW art. 49

Art 161 to read:

1. Individuals (replaces men and women) of Tull
afe, .. .nationality, gsexual difference or religion. have
the right (‘to marry and' is deleted) te found a
Family.

2 . 2nd sentence ol UDHR to be removed from clause (1)
and inserted as 2Znd sentence of clause 2. “"Thev shall
bhe entitled..."

P The Lamily is ong. of the i(delete patural and)
fundamental froup unitg of scclety and (delete is) all

IHIIE_HI_Lhﬂ_LﬂmLLL_uL: entltled to protectiom..."




Thig was one of the moast problematic for us. The
replacement of men and women with ‘'individuals' is in
recognition of people who are neither men nor women and
discriminated against,

The reason for removing sentence 2 from clause 1 is to NOT
malke marriige a necessity for recognition of -a family.

ATt 17: insert in elause 1 and 2: "personal” to property.
{socialists against ownership of property)
Art 2563 Everyvone has replaced by "All individuals have

{Clause 1) insert after "medical carse” parental leave
and hepefits..widowhood to be replaced by "desth of

Hpolise

[Clause 21 "sMatherhood a0 childbaad™ L kg
replaced by "Mothers and children” People are most
incenssd that it is the institution rathei than the

individuals who are being protected.

Art 26

Clause 2: Insert "gender sensitivity" to sentence: It shall
promote understanding, tolerance, gepder sepnsitivity

and friendship..."

Clause 3: Parentg and guardiane s=hall be frees to replace
"Parents have a prior risht ",

Add Clause 4:

Art 27: Clause 2 to be entirely replaced by:
IFMMHLLLE_LLU_’J_‘I_- i i ve Free apd equal accegg tg
g S L] Li=idssgs ™
Logic of this being the maves of th north to appropelabi

all knowledge through copyright laws, deprlving south
countries of access to even ideas.

Add: 1ii) All bhuman and other species have the right to
: I R 1o i I T - P

Eesearch.”
This would be cross refeneced to the Helsinki Declaration:
Protection of Human Subjects Agsinst Rlochemlical Research.

Original declaration in 1964 extended in seopea Lo 1951,
5 |
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Apt 29: clavse 2 Tmary litv® Yo beoopeplaced By "otlhics
FEFEEREEE

Health: the laszuye of repro rightzs will ke dealt with in
the preamble and not bhe ankad far AR 8 geparate
clause/article. Along the linez of belng defined as women
having the means and environment to enjoy Zogd he&lth and to
choose an optlion from alternatives availahle. This will he
linked to the WHO 1878 Declaration of Primary Health Care,
all states sidgnatories including Pakiztan.

AE ¥You will see one of the South Asia initiatives suggests
making case studies of 9 countries locluding Pakistan, WAF
hag agresd to try and put somethineg together in time Tor the
Banglkok meeting. .

New World Order and economic structures:

to be recognized in the preamble and alse the impact of
capitallsm on women especially "south' women who provide the
cheapest int'l labour. In this the economic structures and
syatems arTe seen as lntedral part of the guestion of human
rights which cannot-be dichotomized.

Finglly one sudgestion was that & mopitoring svstes be
egtabl ighed as & check on women': Prelils L] Shaite & lsaia Lol
be ranked on this. and states should be accountable te this
gvstem. Within a country womeén'k groups could use the Lamne

indicators to monitor woamen's status.




