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JAT National Convention
Karachi,2?2nd and 25rd Docember '89,

() The Conference began at APWA Illeadquarters Karachi on Friday
the 27 nd December,with Karachi,Lahore and Islamabad chapters
represented by the following mombnfs'

iarachi:Waf Karachi Working Committee(16 membor”)

Lahore: Hina Jilani,lareeda Shaheed,leelam Hussain and

Shahtaj Kizilbash,

Talamabad: Samina Ahmed,Mobina Zuberi,Sara Tirmizi and

Shahwar Pataudi.Noreen Mahmud was present as an observor,
C)Whn Conference began with a sclf-introduction by participants
and finalieation of the agenda.

(E.Chnptur activlity reports for the past yecar were presented
) |
by Ayesha Jaffer from Karachi,Mobeena Zuberi from Tslamabad

4

and 'lina Jilani from Lahore.
|
C)Whoro was a discussion on policies und progedurcs fOf the

: ’ 3 . I ;
ilational Convention as follows:

i)1t was decided that ddcisions on National policy would

be arrived at with the consensus of all chapters present at

the Convention,

ii)After discussion on 'Who should attend the National! :
Convention 'it was decided that ‘

a)Only individuals.with,the mandates of thoir respective

chapters could represent their chapters at thea Nalional 4
Convention,Thus all sessions of the National Conventian

would be open to all Working Committee members of each WAF

chapter.In addition ,a chapter may give one or wore mémbers

of its General Body the mandate to attend the NatLonal Conve-
ntion as a chapter representative,

b)It was agreed that in addition to the Working Scssions of

the Convention there shoild be an Open session inviting
participatiog from the General Body.

c¢)There was divergence of opinion among the Chapters on the
question of opening the entire Convention to ObFPIVOPF.Whl]G

lLahiore and Islamabad malntalnvn that GR members ~h0LJd have

Lhe option to attend all sessions of the Convention as silent
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includinﬁ issues pending from tué last Cdnv@npioﬁ_oneviﬂsue - F
Ldentified'wasg whether office bearers of polltlcaL parties
Ghould,bé!members bf the WAF dorking Commlttees. |
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iﬁhe Karachi view was that all members present: should
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be feee tghpqﬁticipéto,and thathatioual policy could only
. i | . | : L i ] " .
be evolvéﬁzthn ugh the representation of chapter views,it was
WS essgnﬁfal‘for participating individuals to have the mandate
to represent t'eir}ihapters.Karacp% alsolmqintaiged‘that £ Ap
ldgistibgrifeaﬁqns.'tlw0uld1hqt ,efpoas}b}elto!O:en‘up¢¢he | {
Convention Fé gh unlimited numferibfEpahtggypgnts,and‘tpaﬁ each b ,
, Chaptbr”éhpulduﬁhu \ldeutifymits”rgp:csenpapyyeq:prio;ato t@e' .
| holdihg'Bﬁp'!thétﬁqn%b.bnc‘e-'=-% R lll,il SRR
1 B E LS Lol h 5 0 o gy e " i '
Since conégnsws could not be reached on this 1ssgé,members |
present sald they would take it back for discusslion. b
|
1t was decided that a decision would be taken o n this %Ed ‘;
other pending matters within a period of three months. l;
i i : 3l
I e relatioﬂship with the prevent government was discussed. 5
1t was affirmed that while JAF will ‘enter into a dialogue with
~lhe povernment,it will do so without compromising by non= |
partisan and independent b posilion. ‘ ' l
7t was also decided that WAF would re-activate pressure on the {
question of repeal of discriminatory legislation. 3
6.uture Perspectives:
While the repeal of discriminatory legislation remains a prior-
ity area,other areas of focus that have enarged are: ]
i)Violence agalnst women,cases of rape and domestic violeuce, l.
ii)enactment of positive legislation. '
Lii)Problems of working women. : 1
iv)Strategiesi for mobilisatian at the mass level. ‘ 'l
v)Problems of, women prisoncrs. ‘

_ 7ei'unding. ; 5 )
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On this issue it was decided that
i) WAF would not accept funding from governmental or non-
rovernmental/international agenciecs.

ii)That the issue of accepting tickets and. financial support
in order to attend conferencess should be taken back to GR's
Lo evolve a national policy. S

The Karachi position was that tickets constitute a form of
funding and that if WAL decides not to accept funding from

povernment or NGO's, then it should not accept tickets from
these sources.lf a chapter decides that representation at a
conference i cssential for it then it should raisc funds
to meet travel costs . :

Tslamabad accepted in principle the fact that tickels do rep-
recsent a form of funding.The members present,while not bn
favour of accepting tickets,saild the matter had not been dis-—
cussed as such within the Islamabad GB,and that they would
Ltherefore take it back for discussion.
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Lahore,while acbepting'theAVie@ that there should be a con- "
sistent policy on accepting funis | for 'travel said that thés

i soue\iad_not been resolved in 1Es uB;Lﬂgig%%EggR?cen left’
anHOLO chapter decision at previous conventlons sahore now
wropfeu to re-open the issue in its General Body.

8.7t was resolved to support equal voting ripghts for FATA
y and to press fo- direct clections to scats reserved for women in
the National Assembly.

9.Three Yorking Groups were formed on Lhe subject of Violence
apaingt women,Legislation and Mbbilisation and the groups for-
nnlated and presented their findings. ‘ |

1.7 resolution based on the deliberations of the Conference
wni circulated and endorsed by all Lhree chaptcrs.

11.1t was decided to promote better co-ordination betwcen the
chapters through the regular oxchange of information.Mobina
vuberi and Sara Tirmizi were mamed as National co-orudinators

QYWN“"ﬂhy I slamabad, Shahtaj Kizilbash and Maisoon by Lahore,Anis

o~ Haroouland Tehmina Ahmed by Karachi.

12.1t was decided that the:6th:WAF National Convention would

be hosted by the Isiamabad Chapter in October '90.
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